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| Head Start enrollment _ | | - |
| i Kootenai Valley Head appomtment ‘Head .. September 9th 1 v <7 2 »
Start is now accepting ~ Start begins school. en l - we Want I our Feedb ack ! ’
L applications for e ! ' : s . '
.| ' enrollment. Head ‘ ‘ |
.- Startis a free ,
comprehensive J
preschool program
* dedicated to school I .
‘readiness and the S—— . f
engagemen't of ’ ' Volume 7Number 16 Tuesday, August 20, 2013 |
.l families inthe - Your Locally (USPS 0% ‘029) - 501 Minetal Ave .
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! questions, orto . Lincoi Couny byﬂ(nz Kootensi Vall)ey Recat, 507 Minere Ave, Liby, MT 56523 get your feedback on our customner service and to leam how : :
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jast two campgrounds ‘Have been for us until Labor Day, 50 1t s defi-

Dr. Fred Conkel
yacuated s1nce the fire broke out Sat- nitely affecting business not having i ; ' Cormer of US Hwy 2 & Westgate
(day.. the traffic come through to Yosemite,” op - s L0y 2 293-2300
'The ﬁre also caused the closure of 2 said Britney Sorsdahl. ™ LOST YOUR PETD

SR . . ’ ontast Lincoln Bounty

l , VISIT OUR NEW Animal Gontral,
o . | LocaTioNIN Libsy . FRLUACCLLT U

R | pymeonons P
ftering, Henry's  amounts t0'$7,560 annually - students. ..~ ) WAEEIII IR e P s,
land" Sanshine - for the district. The board “We want to get as many TRANIFORMER IITRs T o County \mnnh'm ol
b agreed to absord the costs children as poss1ble toeat” | CALLE 293"“’“ : o i L
led expense and not pass it along to the ~Maki said. OPEN SA‘I"'JUN 10m~2m
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u Did't Know Where )
To Look? We Haveiii i/

| Machine. Shap,

elding & Fabrication

MiI&er Welders &

 Welding Supplies
: %

lctlwtles a]ong its transmissxon line in and
Oct. 1,2013. At all times, warning signs
ls. For your safety, please be aware of the
e

jon, you may see vehicles, heavy equipment
etsing and performing construction activities

¥

fety’ inspectors will be monttoring the work
the environmental mitigation and public
oy Rebuild Project Environmental Impact
ww.bpa. gov/goto/LibbyTroy.

Range Road (Forest Service Road #853).
Etmg access roads, re buﬂding drainage -
ing walls.” - .
along Sheep Range Road will be
ﬁ)t including Labor Day), durlng the
hgh Friday.

recreationléts the area is’ tempmarily closed
ced path between’ orange safety cones will

N

ave questions or would like more

toll-free at' 1-800-622-4519 or.¢ontact Kevin
toll-free at 1-800-282-3713, directly at 503-




Chamber director
Jennings dies
Shanda Jennings, the
| executive director of th’e
; Libby Area Chamber of
| Comemrce, has died. She
was 45.
Jennings’ funeral will be
Friday, Aug. 30. A full obit-

uary appears inside today s
t “edition. Page 2

Engineers, city
meet on dam
Libby Ctiy Council
" members met on dead-
.~ line with engineers from
3 Morrison-Maierle about the
' Flower Creek Dam. Watch
! for more Tuesday.

www.thewesternnews.com -
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Medicare official vows broader benefits by yearés end

Alan Lewis Gerstenecker
: Editor

When Marilyn Tavenner met
with Sen. Max Baucus earlier this
year to solicit his support for her
confirmation hearing in the U.S.
Senate, Baucus gave her a photo-
graph of a weH-known man from
Libby who diéd of asbestos-relat-
ed cancer several years ago. The
photo came with strict msuucuons s
to keep it on her desk asa constant
reminder that the people who were

_ exposed to asbestos in leby need

her help.

Tavenner, who is now the top
official in charge of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services,
said the. photo, of Les Skramstad
means a lot more to her after stand-

"ing next to his gravesite and meet-

ing people whose family members
died after inhaling toxic asbestos
fibers that came from a now-closed
W.R. Grace vermiculite mine.
Tavenner accompanied Baucus on
a visit to Libby on Wednesday .that
mcluded a stop at the city cemetery

and the Center for Asbestos Related
Disease Clisic.

“He told me, ‘I will never forget
Les, and I don’t want you to you to
forget Les,”” Tavenner said. “The
photo made all of this real for me.
It’s in my office, behind my desk.
It’s really important to me. Coming
out here today and meeting peo-
ple up close and personal - I can’t
imagine losing children, grandchil-
dren, your spouse. That picture will
remind me of the senator, but also

" the people out here today.”

That’s exactly”what Baucus was

banking on. _
Biucus said he wanted Tavenner
to see the faces of the asbestos vic-

tims who rely on Medicare to cover -

their healthcare costs because she

has authority to influence the way

healthcare benefits are administered

to people who became ijll due to -

exposure to the deadly fiber. Spe-
cifically, Baucus was trying to con-
vince Tavenner to expand a Medi-
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